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Chinese American Citizens Alliance  
Charters Seattle Lodge 

 
The Chinese American Citizens Alliance (C.A.C.A.) , came to the Pacific Northwest with the chartering 
of the new Seattle Lodge on March 26, 2011.  Ceremonies took place at the New Star Seafood 
Restaurant in the heart of the city’s revitalizing International Settlement, the historical home of Chinese, 
along with Native Americans and later Japanese, Filipinos, and lately Southeast Asians. 

Serving as MC, Founding President Ming Ming Tung-Edelman convened over 80 witnesses into the jam-
packed restaurant banquet room for this auspicious milestone event for the Alliance.  The opening was 
conducted by Grand Lodge delegation: Grand Rep. Tony Chan of Albuquerque for the Pledge of 
Allegiance, Past GP Munson Kwok for the Purposes and Objectives, and Grand Rep. Roger Eng of 
Peninsula, for the Cardinal Principles.  Grand President Carolyn Chan expressed her official welcome 
and thanked the committee group, led by Grand Executive Helen Ying and Tung- Edelman, in working 
and planning the Lodge formation for over 2 years.  She forecasted the success of the new Lodge in this 
vibrant region, marked by its rapidly growing in Asian American population and its most illustrious favorite 
son, the Hon. Gary Locke, Secretary of Commerce and soon-to-be confirmed U.S. Ambassador to China.  
She briefly summarized the Alliance’s current projects, preserving Chinese American heritage, pushing 
for Goodwin Liu’s federal judgeship, and Project 1882, the Congressional expression of apology for the 
passage of the Chinese Exclusion Act as national law, over a century ago. 

Following Chan, Grand VP for Membership John Y. Wong led the induction of the founding charter 
members, who took the oath of membership and then “pinned” with the traditional C.A.C.A. emblem.  “I 
was excited to help get this group started,” noted Wong, “They have so many projects planned already.”  
Making official Members cleared the way for GP Chan to install the Founding Board of Officers of Seattle 
Lodge, led by Pres. Tung-Edelman.  GP Chan then presented the Certificate of Charter and the Founding 
Gavel of office to the new president.   In her remarks, Pres. Tung-Edelman declared that the community 
efforts of Portland Lodge in youth programs had been an inspiration to her and the new group and that 
they would be emulating the model set forth so successfully by Portland over the years.  She expressed 
her personal gratitude to Grand Executive Ying, Regional Grand Executive Betty Jean Lee and the 
members of Portland Lodge, well represented, for being able to witness first-hand their activities before 
her return to Seattle.   Sis. Tung-Edelman had been a member of the Alliance for several years before, 
even serving as a Grand Representative and convention delegate. 

The mission focus of Seattle Lodge will indeed be community, youth and social service for the region.  
Even as they were in the chartering process, the Lodge had joined in participation of the region-wide 
Asian American dinner organized for Japan Earthquake Relief, to be held the following night in 
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International Settlement!  Further, they were already co-sponsoring the annual Northwest Chinese 
American basketball tournament.  Their national affiliation with the Alliance is expected to provide more 
influence and resources capacity for them, giving the small-but-mighty group a swift head start in their 
commitments. 

The success of Seattle Lodge is promising in that they more than doubled their recruitment of charter 
members, nearing 35 as the evening drew to a close, with Grand VP Wong urging them to get to 51 to 
send two representatives to the up-coming 51st Convention. 
�
Well-wishes came from Grand Lodge with a bank account starter of $1,000.  Also greetings were 
expressed from Albuquerque, Houston, Los Angeles, Portland, Peninsula, and San Francisco, with a 
magnificent members’ donation of $500 sent in by Grand Executive Susan Hum Lai and Regional Grand 
Executive Collin Lai.  One of the most heartfelt reflections of the evening’s significance was expressed by 
Peninsula’s Dr. Eng, a Seattle native of an established family, who recounted the difficult yet illustrious 
progress of the Chinese and other Asian Americans in Pacific Northwest history from his personal 
perspective as a witness of much of it.    He remembered while growing up how difficult life was and that 
the greatest role models had been the pioneering politician Wing Luke, first to reach the City Council 
against all odds, and, of course, one of the greatest nationally noted Chinese Americans, Commerce 
Secretary and soon-to-be Ambassador Locke. 

With the audience’s thoughts turned to history, the President Edelman noted the presence of the former 
Executive Director of the Wing Luke Museum itself, Ron Chew, and past president of the Yee 
Association, James Yee.  A bridge had been made from the past to the future, and the anticipation was 
declared by Past Grand Pres. Kwok, “We look for great things from Seattle Lodge, great achievements.  
We all are counting on you!” 

2011 Seattle Lodge Officers of the Chinese American  Citizens Alliance 

President: Ming Ming Tung-Edelman 

Vice President: Mark Eng 

Secretary: Tracey Yee 

Assistant Secretary: Chiarlin Wey 

Treasurer: May Chen 

Financial Secretary: Eugene Ding  

Auditor: Jeff Edelman  

Auditor: Karen Haberfeld  

Marshal: Delphine Yung 

Sentinel: Craig Lee 

Collector: Xue Zhou 

Grand Representative: Phyllis Lee 

�
The Seattle Lodge website has been launched at:  www.cacaseattle.org 
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L to R: Phyllis Lee ( Grand Rep), Mark Eng (Vice President), Jeff Edelman (Auditor), Craig Lee (Sentinel), Ming-
Ming Tung-Edelman (President), Eugene Ding (Financial Secretary),Tracey Yee (Secretary), Delphine Yung 
(Marshal), May Chen (Treasurer). 

 

President’s Gavel presented to Ming Ming Tung-Edelman by 
Grand President Carolyn Hong 
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Seattle Charter presented to President Tung-Edelman 
by VP John Wong and Grand President Carolyn Chan 
 

Grand President Chan addresses the members and 
guests at the New Star Seafood Restaurant 

� �
GP Chan inducts a new Seattle member New Seattle Members gather with President Tung-

Edelman, Grand Executive Helen Ying (Portland) and 
Past Portland President Stephen Ying 

�
###�

1044 Stockton St. San Francisco, CA. Website: www.CACAnational.org 

�
The Chinese American Citizens Alliance, established in 1895, is among the oldest civil rights organizations in the United 
States.  Headquartered in San Francisco with chapter/lodges in Albuquerque (NM), Chicago (IL), Greater San Gabriel Valley 
(CA), Houston (TX), Las Vegas (NV), Los Angeles (CA), Mississippi, Oakland (CA), Orange County (CA), Peninsula (CA), 
Phoenix (AZ), Portland (OR), Salinas (CA), San Antonio (TX), San Francisco (CA), Seattle (WA), Tucson (AZ), and 
Washington, D.C., the Alliance addresses issues regarding voter education, political participation, racial discrimination and 
hate crimes, youth leadership training programs and equal employment opportunities for all Chinese Americans. 


